CO-OPERATION AND COMPETITION PANEL

DRAFT INTERIM GUIDELINES

CONSULTATION PROFORMA RESPONSE TEMPLATE

Please note that the deadline for response is 30 April 2009.

Please return responses to Interim Guidelines Consultation, Cooperation and Competition Panel, 1 Horse Guards Road, SW1A2HQ, London, UK or by email to: consultations@ccpanel.gsi.gov.uk. 
Respondent Details (Please provide details of a single point of contact for your response)

	Title
	Mr 

	Full Name
	Malcolm Stamp

	Organisation
	University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust

	Your Role
	Chief Executive

	Address (including postcode)
	Executive Suite

University Hospital

Clifford Bridge Road

Walsgrave 

Coventr

CV2 2DX



	Email Address
	

	Phone Contact
	


If you are replying on behalf of a group of respondents or organisations, please complete the following information:

	Organisations represented within this response
	NA



Response details

	Date of response:  27.04.09
	Closing date: 30 April 2009 at 5pm

	Confidentiality: Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information that you have provided to be confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your request, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA and, in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.


	UHCW Consultation Response


	As a member of the NHS Confederation and the Foundation Trust Network the Trust has been invited to participate in the FTN’s response to this consultation on

· Draft interim guidelines on procurement dispute appeals

· Draft interim guidance on advertising and misleading information dispute appeals and referrals in the promotion of NHS funded services

· Draft interim guidance on the assessment of conduct

· Draft interim guidance on merger inquiries

The Trust supports the FTN’s response and wishes to add its further endorsement to their consultation comments.  

In addition, please find detailed below our consideration of the likely effect of the Principles and Rules of Competition and Cooperation (PRCC) and the Cooperation and Competition Panel (CCP);

· The CCP is advisory only and the DH retain control of a managed market.   This may well mean that in the short/medium term most procurement, conduct and advertising disputes will be resolved at SHA level.  Proposed mergers by contrast are likely to come before the CCP because of the level of controversy that ensues.

· The purpose underlying the PRCC and CCP is to serve the interests of patients and taxpayers.   To win contracts providers will need to excel in demonstrably delivering on the PRCC.

· As PCT’s receive less central funding, this is likely to cause PCT’s to competitively tender more services to seek increased value from providers. In turn, providers need to have a team who know what is being tendered nationally and who have the skills to respond appropriately.   This is not simply to win the contract but to withstand the potential of another provider challenging the PCT/SHA on the decision.

· A consequence of more services being tendered will mean that providers are likely to seek to grow market share at the detriment of existing providers.  Some providers will either be squeezed out of the market or more likely be merged with the successful provider.   It will accelerate the current situation where some clinical services provided at a hospital are actually provided by other local providers.   

In summary, the CCP is just one component in the government’s strategy to encourage competition for NHS funded services.   The financial imperative to manage services for less will be the real driver to effect radical change.



HOW TO RESPOND

The Panel has prepared this proforma consultation response template to assist in responding to this consultation. An electronic version can also be found on the Panel’s website at www.ccpanel.org.uk.

Please complete the consultation response, either in its entirety or in relation to specific questions that you would like to provide comments on.  If you plan on responding via email using the electronic template provided, please be sure to rename the electronic document with your party’s name so that we can clearly identify who is responding. 
Responses to this consultation must reach us by 5 pm on 30 April 2009 and should be sent via one of the following methods:

By email to: consultations@ccpanel.gsi.gov.uk 
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