Response from Simon Williams – 8 April
Dear Sirs,

 

I write with reference to the NHS. I understand that NHS services are now to be provided by a wide range of organisations all competing within a market. 

 

The new Co-operation and Competition Panel for NHS-funded services is to help deliver the supposed benefits of competition. It will investigate potential breaches of the Principles and Rules as defined by the Department of Health. It will also advise the Department of Health and the foundation trust regulator Monitor. The Co-operation and Competition Panel is a misnomer as its remit is weighted so heavily in favour of promoting competition, whilst neglecting the considerable benefits of cooperation.

 

I have a number of questions, as detailed below, which I would be very grateful for your written advices on:

 

1) Will the panel ensure that the alternative of a publicly led service is included in consultations about future tenders? 

2) Is the duplication of services to produce choice a good use of resources which constitutes economic efficiency, especially given that the benefits of competition in healthcare are unproven (indeed Minster of State Ben Bradshaw said that the "mix of competition and co-operation in the NHS is a unique model in the world")? 

3) Will the tendering process be fair and transparent, with no discrimination against NHS organisations in favour of either commercial or voluntary bodies or social enterprises? 

4) Will the public be consulted on an ongoing basis about local tenders e.g. via local involvement networks (LINks)? 

5) Will the panel foster co-operation not only between commissioners and providers, but between providers, a hope expressed by Richard Taylor MP in a debate in Parliament on 24 February? 

 

I look forward to hearing from you on this crucial issue.

 

Many thanks for your help.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

Simon Williams

