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Interim Guidelines Consultation
Cooperation and Competition Panel

1 Horse Guards Road

London

SW1A 2HQ
29th April 2009
Dear Sir/Madam
Re: Cooperation and Competition Panel Guidance Documents

The Royal College of Physicians is grateful for the opportunity to comment on the proposed guidance. We would like to make the following comments:
We have some overall concerns about the practical role of the Cooperation and Competition Panel, particularly in the context of the forthcoming severe financial constraints likely to be placed on the NHS. Such periods of constraint lead to drives for efficiency and service reconfiguration. The financial environment will also mean that many NHS Trusts will not be able to achieve Foundation Trust status within the Government timescale and merger with existing Foundation Trusts will be enforced. In short the NHS will be characterised by reduced choice and competition and it is difficult to see how this policy direction will square with the objective of the Cooperation and Competition Panel. In addition it is not clear what the respective roles and relationships will be between the Independent Reconfiguration Panel and the Co-operation and Competition Panel in this new context. 

The nature and length of the guidance may mean that problems will only surface as organisations and individuals try to apply it to real circumstances. Guidance like this always runs the risk of imposing rigidity into situations at the expense of local ingenuity – although proponents would argue that they bring a highly desirable consistency to the process.

The documents propose to establish complex and carefully drafted processes which are likely to incur additional costs for the NHS. It is important that in these times, value for money can be clearly demonstrated.

I trust these comments will be of use.

Yours faithfully
Dr Rodney Burnham

Registrar

From The Registrar     


Rodney Burnham MD FRCP
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