Response from Patrick Ainley – 8 April
Dear Mdm/Sir,

 

I am very concerned that the new Co-operation and Competition Panel being set up to help deliver the supposed benefits of competition for NHS services is a misnomer as it seems to me that its remit is weighted heavily in favour of promoting competition, whilst neglecting the considerable benefits of cooperation.

 

In my view it is vital to protect and promote a publicly led NHS which has an ethos that is truly patient-centred. I believe that my objections to the notion of a health service based on a competitive market are widely shared.

 

I hope therefore that the plans for this Panel will be abandoned as in my view there is no reason to involve the for-profit private sector in the delivery of a publicly funded National Health Service, especially as the private sector model is so thoroughly discredited by the credit crunch into which the banks and speculative finance have led the economic system which they have been allowed to take over and control with such disastrous results.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

Patrick Ainley

