Response from Nigel Speight – 7 April
Dear Sir/Madam                                                                                                           

Re Guidelines Consultation, Competition and Co-operation Panel                                              

Thank you for inviting consultation on the above Guidelines.                                                    

I would like to state that as a consultant who has worked in the NHS for 40 years, I am strongly opposed to the further introduction of market forces and competition to the working of the NHS and other public services. The benefits of competition are unproven and its imposition leads to a waste of resources. I notice that MPs regard themselves as public servants and see no need to introduce such mechanisms to improve their efficiency.

The NHS works best on the basis of co-operation between professional for the good of patients. The insistence on the introduction of market forces at this time is ironic in view of the implosion of the current economic system which depended on the mantra that the market is the solution to all ills and private was good and public bad. Yet we now have to throw vast amounts of money at the banks to nationalise them because of their past mistakes. Had a fraction of this money been used to actually build NHS hospitals there would have been no need for the costly waste of PFI hospitals with their exorbitant 30 year mortgages.

Surely in view of recent events the government should be re-examining its previous beliefs and practices?

I can only repeat how I view the whole enterprise with despair. Tinkering with it is unlikely to redress the inherent bias in favour of private provision. The government seems to welcome a scenario where a few (financially) successful Trusts buy up all the best doctors and flourish while the rest go to the wall, rather like the situation in the Premier League (football) whereby the top four richest clubs are able to dominate in perpetuity, getting richer and richer while the others go to the wall.

Yours sincerely

Dr Nigel Speight  MA,MB, B Chir, FRCPCH

Retired Consultant Paediatrician

