Response from Muriel Purkiss – 22 April
I graduated in Medicine 55 years ago and have lost count of the changes to the NHS that have taken place since then. Change has been inevitable, with changes in the practise of medicine itself and the myriad social changes that have occurred. These continue, so there will always be the need to consider how the NHS can best respond.
However, I view with some dismay further efforts to introduce private sector involvement to the NHS. Where is the evidence that private sector means better in terms of quality of care? A bid could always claim to save money.
In an entirely different area, recently, a well respected company bid for work at a bargain rate. It was soon obvious that they could not achieve what they had claimed at the price quoted. They have withdrawn from their contract. In this case, neither life nor limb were concerned.
These private firms may be called "world class”, but by whose criteria? Do their work forces reflect the multicultural society of the UK, and especially of the urban areas?
How do you know that the public as a whole want to have medical services which must make a profit for their share-holders?
The NHS must be comprehensive. The private sector will not want to offer those services for the most needy and vulnerable people. Will they want, for example, to offer to develop services for those with TB or HIV?
Having recently had rapid expert support from the NHS I reflect that under a private sector provider I doubt if the flexibility with which the service operated could have been offered.

Yours sincerely

Muriel Purkiss

