Response from Maria Principe – 24 February 2009

Dear Sir or Madam

 

I am in the process of creating a procurement protocol for NHS Nottingham City.  With this in mind I have read your competition appeals process with a view of implementing this as part of our procurement process.  I have passed your document to our legal team who have advised the following insertion.  Please accept this feedback as part of the consultation period:-

 

“It is important to differentiate between the proposed new approach for dealing with disputes relating to the co-operation and competition principles and the arrangements for resolving NHS contractual disputes.  Where a dispute arises between NHS partners regarding contractual arrangements it is not proposed to change the existing arrangements.  
 
Tenderers have the right to be able to decline this route and may elect to challenge NHSNC via the courts. NHSNC acknowledge that within the next 12 months, the UK will be implementing the EU Remedies Directive, which will make it easier for and give disgruntled tenderers more incentive to challenge tender procedures”
 

Best regards

 

 

Maria Principe
NHS Nottingham City
