Response from Josephine Herbert – 7 April
As Chair I am writing on behalf of my Pensioner group in Solihull, who take a great interest in what happens to our NHS.

We object to the imposition of competition and commercial values that the Cooperation & Competition Panel for NHS funded services is advising Monitor. 

Monitor has been useless in Stafford Foundation Hospital and Birmingham Children’s Hospital (probably elsewhere) and we advice that a public overseeing group would be a far better way of ‘monitoring’ hospitals.

We would recommend a revised CHC, which did such great work in the past. 

Will the public be consulted on an ongoing basis about local tenders e.g. a local involvement network? 

Will the tendering process be fair with no discrimination against NHS organisations in favour of either commercial or voluntary bodies or social enterprises?

We believe it is vital to protect our publicly led NHS 

We do not want a wide range of organisations competing within a market leading to a diminishing service to patients relying on OUR NHS. We pay with our taxes. 

Josie Herbert Chair SPC Lightwood Close Knowle Solihull 

