Response from Jason Kitcat – 6 April 2009

Dear Co-operation and Competition Panel

I am writing to express my views on your consultation. In particular I am concerned as to how your guidance and processes will work.

* When consulting on and reviewing future tenders will a publicly led services be presented as viable alternatives to private bids?

* Will you be examining whether it is a best value use of tax-payer resources to provide competition and choice?

* Can we be certain that any tendering process or review you undertake will be fair and transparent and that NHS organisations will not be discriminated against other bidders from the commercial or third sectors?

* Will you ensure the LINks are a key method of involving local people and that any upcoming tenders are fully communicated with LINks?

I hope, as Richard Taylor MP stated in Parliament on 24th Feb, that the panel's activities will foster co-operation between providers as well as providers and commissioners.

It is my firm belief that the NHS must continue to celebrate and epitomise the public service ethos, one that is patient-centred. A competitive market where profit comes into play is likely to distract from this core ethos and is of significant concern to my constituents and I.

Sincerely,

Cllr Jason Kitcat

Green City Councillor, Regency Ward

Brighton & Hove City Council

