CO-OPERATION AND COMPETITION PANEL

DRAFT INTERIM GUIDELINES

CONSULTATION PROFORMA RESPONSE TEMPLATE

Please note that the deadline for response is 30 April 2009.

Please return responses to Interim Guidelines Consultation, Cooperation and Competition Panel, 1 Horse Guards Road, SW1A2HQ, London, UK or by email to: consultations@ccpanel.gsi.gov.uk. 
Respondent Details (Please provide details of a single point of contact for your response)

	Title
	 Mrs 

	Full Name
	Jane Parfitt

	Organisation
	Personal response as a patient of NHS GP, am a qualified nurse working for the NHS and also as an active member of the Keep our NHS Public campaign.

	Your Role
	As above

	Address (including postcode)
	

	Email Address
	

	Phone Contact
	


If you are replying on behalf of a group of respondents or organisations, please complete the following information:

	Organisations represented within this response
	N/A




Response details

	Date of response:  
	Closing date: 30 April 2009 at 5pm

	Confidentiality: Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information that you have provided to be confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your request, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA and, in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.


GENERAL QUESTIONS [FOUND IN SECTION 9 – CONSULTATION ON CCP GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS]

	
	Question
	Response

	1.
	Are the documents sufficiently clear and understandable in terms of:
	

	1(i)
	how and what the Panel is assessing in order to effectively administer each of the Principles and Rules; and
	

	1(ii)
	what information would be required of a party in dealing with the Panel in its assessment of each of the Principles and Rules.
	

	2.
	Is it clear which guidance document addresses each of the Principles and Rules? If not, how could this be clarified?
	

	3.
	Are there any substantive aspects of the guidance documents (such as economic or legal analysis) which could be improved and if so, how?
	

	4.
	Are there any procedural aspects of the guidance documents which could be improved and if so, how?
	

	5.
	Do the guidance documents have any significant omissions; if so what?
	There is no evidence given in the document that commissioning out the PCT services to independent or private sectors is better than keeping them run within the NHS regarding cost or quality of service.

The NHS prides itself in giving good quality evidence based care to patients so why does this document identify the evidence behind stating that competition is good.  

	6.
	Does the guidance cover all relevant matters, insofar as these can be identified; if not, what additional material should be included?
	There must be open, well publicised public consultation on whether the NHS should be sold off to private companies and the possible outcomes and implications for both patients and staff working for private companies, ie if private companies fail, wages are lowered for staff etc.  Private companies prioritise profit for themselves and their shareholders.  There should also be evidence that these companies have the appropriate skills and knowledge to maintain and improve standards of health care to deliver a universal and comprehensive health care system that is open and accessible to all.
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