Response from Ian Soady – 7 April
Dear Sir/Madam

I am concerned that the NHS is increasingly moving towards a commercially based service and is losing the patient-focused and professional ethos which has served it so well since its inception. I understand that your Panel is leading the consultation into guidelines for NHS-funded services.

I should therefore like to ask the following questions regarding the process:

1. Will the guidelines ensure that a publicly led and owned service is always included in consultations about future tenders? 

2. Will the tendering process be fair and transparent, with no discrimination against NHS organisations in favour of either commercial or voluntary bodies or social enterprises? 

3. Will the public be consulted on an ongoing basis about local tenders, and how will this consultation be achieved? It is clear that in my own area (South Birmingham), consultation on a number of initiatives has not been widely publicised and as a result many of these have gone forward without significant public engagement. 

4. Will the guidelines insist on co-operation not only between commissioners and providers, but between providers? An enforced competitive model is likely to be one which discourages effective co-operation as this can be viewed as not commercially advantageous. 
The duplication of services to produce choice is a poor use of resources and will inevitably lead to inefficiency, especially given that there is no hard evidence to show that competition in healthcare provides any real benefits. Indeed, the opposite is often demonstrated to be true.

Yours sincerely

Ian Soady

