Response from Dr Elisabeth Murray – 12 April
Dear Sirs

Thank you for giving the public and NHS staff the opportunity to comment on the Co-operation and Competition Panel.  I have worked in the NHS for nearly 24 years and I believe it is vital to protect and promote a publicly led NHS which has a truly patient-centred ethos.  The concept of a health service based on a competitive market is directly opposed to this.  I do not believe that the imposition of competition and commercial values on the NHS is compatible with putting patients first - there are inevitable conflicts and there are numerous examples to show that patients are never the winners.

I have a number of questions and I should be grateful if the panel would consider these carefully.

· Will the panel ensure that the alternative of a publicly led service is included in consultations about future tenders?

· Is the duplication of services to produce choice a good and efficient use of resources, especially given that the benefits of competition in healthcare are unproven (I note that Minster of State Ben Bradshaw said that the "mix of competition and co-operation in the NHS is a unique model in the world")?

· Will the tendering process be fair and transparent, with no discrimination against NHS organisations in favour of either commercial or voluntary bodies or social enterprises?

· Will the public be consulted on an ongoing basis about local tenders eg via local involvement networks (LINks)?

· Will the panel foster co-operation not only between commissioners and providers, but between providers, a hope expressed by Richard Taylor MP in a debate in Parliament on 24 February?

I would hope that the answers to questions 1, 3, 4 and 5 will be in the affirmative.

Yours sincerely 

(Dr) Elisabeth Murray 
