Response from Hertfordshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
28 April 2009
Good Morning

Re: e-mail from Denis Kelly – Co-operation and Competition Panel

I write following your query about whether any restrictions are placed on Consultants in relation to private practice by our Trust. I confirm that there are no such instructions in place but Consultants are expected to be mindful of conflicts of interest when carrying out work in other settings. However, this is not normally a problem. 

With the introduction of formal revalidation for doctors from autumn 2009 I will have to be rigorous in ensuring that doctors who work elsewhere can answer me and the Trust Board that they are only working within areas of competence in the work they carry out for other organisations or as part of their self employment. I think it is worth the panel being aware that many NHS organisations who under new rules around revalidation will be responsible for signing doctors off, will have to be rigorous in this area and potentially refusing to sign off some colleagues where it is suspected that they are working beyond their area of competence. This could potentially be put forward to the competition panel as a competition issue when it is in fact an issue around revalidation. 

Regards

Gerri Roads

PA to Dr Geraldine O'Sullivan

Executive Director - Quality & Medical Leadership

Hertfordshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

